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Study Weekend: The Life and Times of the Buddha 
 

 

Dates Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 February 2020 

Times 10.30 – 17.00  

Location Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre  

Level All levels  

Class size Maximum 25 participants  

 
 

Course description 

 

The two-day course consists of six lectures that explore the figure of the Buddha as he has been 

imagined and revered over two and a half thousand years of history. 

 

We will begin by exploring what we know about the Buddha’s historical and religious context in 

North India in the middle of the first millennium BCE by considering the kinds of sources Buddhist 

scholars and practitioners have consulted. We will also discuss the way in which the Buddha has been 

remembered and represented in Indian Buddhist art and literature, and question how this helps us 

understand the Buddha as a historical, mystical and literary figure. After this, we will explore how 

Buddhists think about the Buddha’s importance beyond his life: across past lives, prior to his 

awakening, and his status in the world after his death. 

 

On the second day of the course we will discuss the fundamentals of Buddhist thought, and teachings 

observed by both the earliest Buddhist tradition in India and newer forms of Buddhism that emerged 

over the following two thousand years. As we consider these new developments, including forms of 

Mahāyāna Buddhism, we’ll think about how perceptions of the Buddha’s achievements and status 

evolved over time. Finally we will explore how Indian Buddhism, both ‘mainstream’ and Mahāyānist, 

developed outside of India and was transmitted across South East, Central and East Asia, as well as 

considering how the Buddha has been understood in the West. 

 

 
 

Programme 

 

Saturday, 10.30am – 5pm 

 Welcome and refreshments 

 Lecture 1: The Buddha’s Context 

 Lecture 2: Life of the Buddha 

Lunch break   

 Visit to our exhibition, Buddhism 
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 Lecture 3: The Before and Afterlife of the Buddha 

 

 

Sunday, 10.30am – 5pm 

 Welcome and refreshments 

 Lecture 4: Fundamentals of Buddhist Teaching 

 Lecture 5: The Mahayana Buddha(s) 

Lunch break  

 Lecture 6: Buddhas Beyond India 

 Visit to our exhibition, Buddhism 

 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served at the beginning of each day. Lunch is not provided. 

 
 

Recommended reading 

 

Gethin, Rupert. 1998. The Foundations of Buddhism. Oxford University Press. 

Strong, John. 2015. Buddhisms: An Introduction. Oneworld Publications. 

 
 

Tutor 

This course is led by Christopher V. Jones, a scholar of Indian Buddhism as it can be known through 

Sanskrit, Chinese and Tibetan literature. Currently a Bye-Fellow of Selwyn College at the University of 

Cambridge, he has taught topics in Buddhist as well as wider Indian and East-Asian religious history at 

the University of Oxford since 2011. His research focuses on the development and varieties of 

Mahāyāna Buddhism in India, as well as the interactions between Buddhism and other religious 

traditions there and elsewhere in Asia. Having primarily written for academic journals and collected 

volumes, his first book – The Buddhist Self: On Tathāgatagarbha and Ātman (University of Hawai’i 

Press) – is forthcoming in 2020. 

 

 
 

Previous skills, knowledge or experience 

None required. A willingness to participate in group discussion will help you get the most from this 

course. 

 

Facilities and refreshments 

Please note that the Learning Centre will open to participants 15 minutes before the stated course 

start time. Tea and coffee will be served at the beginning of each day. Participants will need to make 

their own arrangements for lunch. 

 

On Sunday please meet at Gate 5 on Midland Road at 10.15 to be escorted in the Library. Further 

instructions about Sunday entry will be provided on Saturday.  

 
 


